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Family Literacy Night at McKay a HUGE Success

Our 2nd annual Family Literacy night event took place on Wednesday evening, January 27th.  Parents,
grandparents and students enjoyed a tasty pasta dinner provided by parent council followed by student
presentations and literacy information sessions.  Students were treated to native story-telling, courtesy of Kim
Anger, Earl and Kim Dionne, and also to wonderful stories from our library read by Mrs. Hann.  Parents took
part in informational sessions on a variety of topics, including Jolly Phonics, sight words, EQAO, Reading for
Meaning, Writing at Home, and Literacy in French Immersion, Strategies for Struggling Readers, Literacy
Games, Premier Tools, the SMART board, and Literacy sites on the Internet.  Stacey Hol from the Port
Colborne Public Library was also on hand to sign students up for library cards and guests were able to
purchase gently used books that were donated by our students.  The evening concluded with Kruze Ovenden,
Erin Hamilton and Colin Moss winning gift bags of books and the drawing of many door prizes.

Our extremely supportive parents including Brenda Chastelet, Jan Fuaco and Kim Jackson cooked up the
wonderful dinner feeding over 80.  Our very caring staff, created the informative presentations for parents
emphasizing ways parents can support heir children at home in literacy development..  Generous donations
for the evening were provided by the City of Port Colborne, Young’s Automotive, the Port Colborne Pirates,
Super Mario’s, Jumbo Video, Guild Cinema, Humberstone Speedway, and the Centennial Pool.  A special
thank you to Mrs. Edwards and her class for making the wonderful dessert and to our many student volunteers
who helped out with the evening.  

Family Literacy Day is held annually on January 27th and was developed by
ABC CANADA Literacy Foundation to encourage families to read and learn
together on a daily basis.  Literacy is more than books!  All it takes is 15
minutes a day and can include reading, writing, playing a game, following a
recipe, or even singing a song.  All these activities can help prepare and
improve your child's literacy skills.  For more information on any of our
literacy night topics, please contact the school.

McKay Public School
320 Fielden Avenue

Port Colborne, ON L3K 4T7
Tel. (905)834-4753 
Fax (905)834-1140



Up Coming Events

Monday
February 1 

 Grades 5 & 6EF will be walking over to the West Side Arena to go skating from 2:00 -
3:00.  The cost per student will be  $1.00, which must be paid  prior to the day of
skating.
Mad Science today from 10:30 - 11:10 am students  for the 1st nutrition break and 12:50 -
1:35 students for the 2nd nutrition break.
2nd Break today Jr (Grades 4 -6) soccer tryouts begin.

Thursday
February 4 

 Kindergarten Open House tonight 4:00 - 6:00 pm.  If you 
 have or know someone who has a child in our area that will
 be 4 years old by the end of 2010, please inform them of our 
 Open House.  Learn more about full day JK/SK for September at
 dsbn.edu.on.ca Full Day

JK / SK
Grade 3 EQAO Practice

Friday
February 5

Grade 7 Science Fair display from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm.

Monday
February 8

Grades 5 & 6EF  will be walking over to the West Side Arena to go skating from 2:00 -
3:00.  The cost per student will be $1.00, which must be paid prior to the day of
skating.
Mad Science starts today from 10:30 - 11:10 am students will meet for the 1st nutrition break
and 12:50 - 1:35 students for the 2nd nutrition break.

Tuesday
February 9

Grade’s 3 and 4 to Woodend Conservation Area 9:00am - 2:30pm.

Friday
February 12 

Early release day.  Walkers released at 12:00, bus students released at 12:15.
Wear Red for Valentine’s day.

Monday
February 15

 ***FAMILY DAY*** NO SCHOOL

National Flag Day

Tuesday
February 16

Legion Registration - Speeches

Wednesday
February 17

 Grade 6EF Native Art in the morning
Grades 1, 2 & 3 will be walking over to the West Side Arena to go  skating from 9:00 -
10:00 am.  The cost per student will be $1.00, which must be paid  prior to the day of
skating.
Gr. 6/7 & 7FI CPR training
Legion Public Speaking (gr 1- 6)
      

Thursday
February 18

Legion Public Speaking (gr. 7 & 8)



Friday
February 19

Student council will be holding a PJ day.  Students are asked to wear their clean
pyjamas to school today.

Monday
February
22

Grades  6/7 & 7EF  will be walking over to the West Side Arena to go skating from 2:00 -
3:00.  The cost per student will be $1.00, which must be paid prior to the day of skating.
Mad Science starts today from 10:30 - 11:10 am students will meet for the 1st                      
 nutrition break and 12:50 - 1:35 students for the 2nd nutrition break. 
Student Council and EFN - Make a change bring in Nickels today for Poverty and Emergency
Relief Fund 

Tuesday
February
23

Student Council and EFN - Make a change bring in Dimes today for Poverty and Emergency
Relief Fund.

School Council Meeting 6:15 pm.  Everyone welcome.  We will have photographer
presentations.

Wednesday
February
24

- Grades 1 & 2 will be walking over to the West Side Arena to go skating from 9:00 - 10:00
am.  The cost per student will be $1.00, which must be  paid  prior to the day of skating.
Student Council and EFN - Make a change bring in Quarters today for Poverty and
Emergency Relief Fund.

Thursday
February
25

Student Council and EFN - Make a change bring in Loonies today for Poverty and
Emergency Relief Fund.

Friday

February
26

Student Recognition Assembly for “Optimism” will be held in the gym at                            

 2:25.   Everyone welcome.
Student Council and EFN - Make a change bring in Toonies today for Poverty and Emergency
Relief Fund.



FundraisersFundraisersFundraisersFundraisers

Breakfast Club Fundraiser

Canadian Tire Money laying around the house? 
We have a place for it!!  We are requesting
parents to send in any Canadian Tire money you
have.  We will be placing the money in a large
jar to be raffled off before March Break.  The
money generated will help to purchase food
supplies for the breakfast club.



Baking for Haiti!!
Way to go McKay Lions and Lion families!!  Thanks to your donations of baked goods
and the purchases from the students we were able to raise $642.50 for Haiti!  

We recently  received a wonderful letter from The Terry Fox Foundation
sharing their gratitude for McKay’s wonderful donation of $2,626.26. 
Our contribution was among the many from schools across Ontario
raising over $6 million.  The year 2010 will mark the 30th anniversary of
Terry’s Marathon of Hope and with 92 cents of every dollar raised in
Ontario spent on research it will surely quicken the progress to finding a
cure for cancer.

Santa’s Helpers of Port Colborne/Wainfleet
would like to extend a special  “Thank you”  to all the McKay families
that assisted their program this year  by donating food and toys. Santa’s
Helpers assisted 380 less fortunate households  in our community with a
generous  food hamper, a ham and food vouchers. Food was distributed
to a total of 1060 people and 480 children up to the age of 6 received
toys, gifts and gift certificates.  Santa’s  Helpers was established in 
1967 and is entirely run by a volunteer group committed to bringing
Christmas to those families registered through the Central Registry.

Breakfast Club at McKay 
We would like to extend our sincerest “Thank You” to all of our
wonderful Breakfast Club Volunteers, Marilyn Robinson, Pauline
and Rob Rochon, Laura Thompson, Anne Marie Bush, Christine
and Tom Arth, Catharine Kane, Heather Filson, Jacob Carpenter
and Josh Kane.  Mrs. Gagnon oversees our many student and adult
volunteers which creates a warm, welcoming and learning
environment to enjoy the most important meal of the day.



Kindergarten Open House
Thursday February 4, 2010 4:00 - 6:00

Registration Packages will be available to 
complete at the school.  Please bring along the 
following items, to finish the registration process ..

:

ºººº Proof of Birth 
(Birth Certificate, Baptism Certificate, Passport,

Registration Notice, Doctor’s Letter)
Applications can not be accepted without a Proof

of Birth verification
ºººº Proof of Immunization 

(Yellow card from doctor)

ºººº Ontario Health Card

Full Day Early Learning at McKay
We are thrilled to announce that McKay will
offer all day JK and SK starting in September
2010!!  This is very exciting for us to be able to
provide our 4 and 5 year old students with
educational opportunities all day.  We know
this will help to develop emotional, social and
academic skills that will set the foundation for
learning.



Mad Science Club 
Mad Science Club is a big hit at McKay School.  We are
pleased to announce that we have almost 40 students
registered for the weekly science club.  There are 3 classes
this year and our students are very excited to be a part of  this fun, science
adventure.  Thank you to the families for giving your children this “extra”
experience.

The French Immersion Road Show was a great success!!  A special “thank you” to our French
Immersion staff: Mr. Chaffart, Mme. Neville, Mme. Vanderlaan, and Mme. Clarke and our
French Immersion students for doing such a fantastic job spreading the word about our unique
program at McKay.  Our student speakers and presenters did a superb job of
relaying their information in french, highlighting the many activities at
McKay and answering questions for the grade 4 potential French Immersion
candidates.  Thank you to all the students who went.

French Immersion Information Night 
We were busting at the seams for our McKay French
Immersion Information evening session on Tuesday January
19.  It looks as though there are many students in the area
looking for a French Immersion experience.

“Caring”“Caring”“Caring”“Caring”
Our McKay Lions have been fantastic, showing their care for others.  Our students have shown
how much they care by offering their help and assistance in many ways at McKay.  Just a few:
1: Offering to help the caretaker during breaks.
2: Offering to create beautiful bulletin boards.
3: Supporting younger students in many ways (getting ready for outdoor play, reading to them,
helping with work, etc).  Our students assist at the Breakfast club, in the Library, in the Office
and around the school.  The students are always eager to do whatever needs to be done to keep
McKay a happy, learning environment.  We appreciate the positive attitude of all our McKay
Lions!!  Thanks for caring everyday!



Student Recognition 
“Caring”

Class #1 #2 #3

Mrs. Robinson
A.M.  JK/SK

Matthew
Chambers

Devin
Stewart

Braydon
Camilleri

Mrs. Robinson
P.M. JK/SK

Blaine
Parent

Julia
Holloway

Conner
Smith

Mrs.Bidoski
Grade 1

Keonna
Camilleri

Fayth
Fiddler

Kaitlyn
Scalzo

Mrs.McMahon
Grade 2

Leslie
Buck

Laurissa
Nemeth

Kolbey
Sneek

Mrs.Buck
Grade 3

Sawyer
Horvath

Paige
Kramer

Patrick
Vout

Mr. Benner
Grade 4

Travis Bird Devon
Doolittle

Karen
Dolinski

Mrs. Arnold
Grade 5

Tessa
Cosby

Jack
Ingebrigtsen

Brydon
Read

Miss Bonisteel
Grade 6/7

Josh Kane Katie
Pearce

Aaren Read

Mr. Clarke
Grade 8

Dallas
Armbrust

Jesse
Woods

John
Vangeeman

Mr. Chaffart
Grade 5EF

Caitlyn
Deruiter

Hope
Overholt

Moriah
Robinson

Mme Neville
Grade 6EF

Emily
Frumusa

Alexander
Arth

Samantha
Bertran

Mme
Vanderlaan
Grade 7EF

Sam Cosby Dylan
Gullion

Emily
Deiter

Mme Clarke
Grade 8EF

Aaron
Oskam

Matthew
Ferreira

Jennifer
Doucette

Mrs. Edwards
Room 1

Tyler
Haas

Science Fair

On Friday, February 5th, grade 7EF, grade
6/7 and several grade 8 students will be
participating in the 4th annual McKay
Science Fair.  The students have been
working very hard since before Christmas
and have produced some awesome projects!! 
Judging will take place starting at 9am and
will end at noon.  Parents, grandparents etc.
are more than welcome to stop by the gym in
the morning to see the projects.  Winners of
the McKay science fair will be announced
that morning and will have the opportunity
to move on to Brock University to compete at
the board level in March.  Good luck to all
students!!

Student Council

Make Change for Children-Week of
Change

The Education Foundation of Niagara's
Poverty and Emergency Relief Fund
responds to emergency requests by schools
on behalf of DSBN students in need.  Since
2008, 1600 students in the DSBN have been
helped through the support of over $40 000. 
To contine the works of relieving poverty
and helping students in emergency
situations, McKay School will again be
participating in the Week of Change from
February 22-26, 2010.  Last year we raised
$165.40, and we know we can beat that this
year!!  You may make donations as follows,
but of course, any donations will be accepted
throughout the week.

Monday, February 22 - nickels 
Tuesday, February 23 - dimes
Wednesday, February 24 - quarters
Thursday, February 25 - loonies
Friday, February 26 - toonies

Thank you in advance for your generosity!



McKay Public School
February 2010“Roaring Lion” Mystery Draw

(        )   Yes, I have received and read the February 2010 newsletter.

Child’s Name _________________________________ Gr.__________ Room # _________

Signature of Parent/Guardian _________________________ 
(If you have more than one child attending McKay School, please make a facsimile of this ballot
for each student and return to McKay School.)

Skill Testing Question (answer found in this newsletter). 

When is kindergarten registration?

____________________________________________________

Due to office by Tuesday, February 9, 2010

Reminder:  Pizza Days are every Wednesday, with the
exception of Wednesday April 21, which is a half day. 
Pizza Day will be on Tuesday April 20 instead.  The cost
for pizza is $1.00 each slice.

LEGO Robotics

McKay sent two teams of students to compete in the DSBN Preliminary LEGO
Robotics Competition January 28th.  The Olympic theme competition required
students to build and program a robot to perform in 5 events:  curling, ice hockey,
skiing, biathlon and speed skating.  The teams also had to create a poster that could
be used to promote their robot to the Olympic Committee as well as complete a
project design assessment test.  12 junior and 14 intermediate teams competed for
one of the top 3 places in each division that would allow them to advance on to the
finals being held at Brock University on February 24th.  Our intermediate team,
made up of Spencer Taylor, Dylan Gullion, Kaj Hemmingsen-Beriault and Devlin

Mayne, worked very well together but came up short at the end of the day.  A MCKAY LION’S ROAR
goes to our junior team members Henry Orford, Stephen Koiter, Blake Thompson and Travis Bird for their
top three finish!  Good luck at Brock!!!


